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This is the fourth in a series of papers dealing with Anatolian (Hittite) etymology. As 
in the previous papers, I will be using the glottalic model of Proto-Indo-European 
consonantism (more accurately, Proto-Indo-Anatolian consonantism — for details, cf. 
Bomhard 2024) followed, in parentheses, by the traditional reconstruction (on which, cf. 
Byrd 2018). 


According to both Kloekhorst (2008:261) and Puhvel (1984— .1/2:313—315), 
Hittite (nom.-acc. sg. n.) S'Se-es-ri and (nom. sg. c.) e-eš-ri-iš ‘fleece’ has no known 
Anatolian or non-Anatolian cognates — Puhvel lists some failed attempts to arrive at an 
etymology for this word, but Kloekhorst does not. Though Kloekhorst (correctly, in my 
opinion) separates Hittite e-es-ri ‘fleece’ from Hittite e-es-ri (n.) ‘shape, image, statue’ 
(as does Friedrich 1991:44), Puhvel treats them together. Finally, Kloekhorst notes that 
both common and neuter forms are attested but that the neuter forms are found in older 
texts and are more numerous. Consequently, he assumes that the neuter forms are original. 

The following forms are attested: (nom.-acc. n.) e-es-ri, e-es-Sar-[ri] ‘fleece’, (nom. 
Sg. c.) e-eS-ri-is, (acc. sg. c.) e-es-ri-in, (dat.-loc. sg.) e-es-ri. 

Now, the question naturally arises, what kinds of words would be close enough in 
both form and meaning to Hittite e-eš-ri to be possible cognates? Here, once again, I have 
turned to Buck (1949). Unfortunately, Buck does not list ‘fleece’ as a headword, but he 
does list words for ‘fleece’ under ‘hair’ (Buck 1949:§4.14 HAIR). Buck notes: “Some of 
the words listed have the same wide scope as NE hair. Some are used only or mainly for 
the hair of the head (a), others for that of the human body or an animal (b).” Particularly 
instructive here are: Old Icelandic fax ‘mane’; Old English feax ‘hair, hair of the head’; 
Old Frisian fax ‘hair of the head’; Old Saxon, Old High German fahs ‘hair of the head’ 
(< Proto-Germanic *fays-an ‘hair of the head’), which both Kroonen (2013:122) and Orel 
(2003:89) compare with Greek mékoc ‘fleece’, m6Koc ‘sheep’s wool, fleece’ (cf. Beekes 
2010.2:1164; Boisacq 1950:759; Chantraine 1968—1980.2:872; Hofmann 1966:258; 
Frisk 1970—1973.1I:492—392) and Armenian asr ‘sheep’s wool, fleece’. Note also the 
following: Old Church Slavic vlas» ‘hair’; Russian volos [Bomnoc] ‘hair’; Ukrainian volos 
‘hair’; Czech vlas ‘hair’; Polish wlas ‘hair’; Serbo-Croatian v/ds ‘hair’; etc. (cf. Derksen 
2008:526—527), all of which Buck (1949:§4.14 HAIR) claims are from the same root 
found in Old Irish fo/t ‘hair’ and Latin vellus (< *uol-no-s) ‘wool, fleece’. 

Thus, words meaning ‘hair’ would be a good place to look in other Indo-European 
languages for possible cognates of Hittite e-es-ri. As it happens, there is such a word in 
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Sanskrit: asra-h (m.) ‘hair of the head’ (cf. Monier-Williams 1899:123 — this word is 
not listed in Mayrhofer 1956—1980 or Uhlenbeck 1898—1899). Comparison of Hittite 
e-eš-ri ‘fleece’ with Sanskrit asra-h ‘hair of the head’ allows us to reconstruct Proto- 
Indo-European *Hids-r-i- ~ *Hids-r-a- (*Hiés-r-i- ~ *Hiés-r-o-) ‘hair (both human and 


animal)’. m 
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